
St. Rita School Elementary School Program
St. Rita School embraces the archdiocesan standards-based curriculum, which correlates with
state standards.  The curriculum includes religion, language, reading, mathematics, social
studies, science, Spanish, fine arts, computer, and physical education. While textbooks support
the basis of the core subjects, teachers supplement the curriculum with various resources such as
video streaming, websites, outside reading, and field trips.

The school mission calls for the celebration of Catholic tradition, the promotion of Gospel
values, and the creation of a caring community. The religion curriculum includes daily
instruction, weekly liturgy, and sacrament preparation. Each school day begins and ends with
prayer in support of the school’s mission.

The language program consists of English, spelling, and vocabulary. Various language projects
are employed to further writing skills, including writing letters and essays as well as story and
poetry composition. Through oral presentations, students develop competence in speaking and
listening as tools for learning and communicating. IXL Language Arts is used in grades 3 – 7 as
a resource for blended learning and for differentiation. More information for this program can be
found at IXL.com.

St. Rita School recognizes reading as the key to success in all areas of learning. Beginning in
preschool, developmentally appropriate activities are offered laying a firm foundation for reading
skills A literature-based program is embraced in higher grades, ensuring a steady progression in
the curriculum. Reading texts are supplemented with outside resources, classroom instruction is
differentiated for skill-levels, and technology is incorporated in lessons to enhance student
engagement.

Accelerated Reader (AR) and Fast ForWord (FFW) programs provide for individualized
learning.  Each student reads independently in AR, and takes online quizzes on the books they’ve
read receiving AR points for the successful completion of the quizzes. The FFW program
provides students in kindergarten through second grade with individualized targeted reading
skill instruction. FFW provides a specific protocol based on neurological research and allows for
students to progress as they reach proficiency.

Math instruction begins in the Early Education Program with number recognition and counting.
Beginning in first grade, teachers differentiate the students in classroom groups and with online
math programs. Kindergarten through second grade students participate in Mathletics
(www.mathletics.com) and third through seventh grade students participate in IXL Math
(https://www.ixl.com/math/).

http://www.mathletics.com


Students study social studies in all grade levels, with areas of study including civics, economics,
American history and world history. St. Rita School participates in the social studies fair and in
civic projects sponsored by the local VFW and Knights of Columbus. IXL Social Studies is used
in grades 3 – 7 as a resource for blended learning and for differentiation.

The science curriculum in all grade levels includes the scientific method in the study of life,
physical, and earth science topics. Hands-on activities and experiments promote higher level
thinking skills to develop theories, explore hypotheses, and perform experiments. IXL Science is
used in grades 3 – 7 as a resource for blended learning and for differentiation.

St. Rita School students enjoy learning about Spanish culture as well as developing Spanish
language skills. Songs and games are employed in preschool through grade 2 classes, while
older students also focus on the acquisition and development of vocabulary. Upper school
students are encouraged to write and speak in Spanish and participate in projects to promote
language development.

The fine arts curriculum consists of music, recorder, visual art, and drama. All students
participate in weekly fine arts classes with students in grade 3 receiving recorder instruction as
part of the music curriculum. Choir is available to students in grades 3 - 7 with practice being
held after school. Piano classes are offered during the school day to students in grades 1 – 3 and
before school to students in grades 4 – 7. Percussion lessons are offered during the school day to
students in grade 1 – 4 and after school to students in grades 5 – 7. An annual spring play is
produced with students in grades 3 – 7 performing.

Physical education and health curriculum address the growing concern of childhood obesity. All
students attend physical education classes that emphasize health, motor skill development, agility
and fitness. Students participate in intramural sports and games during class. Additionally,
students are afforded the opportunity to participate in an extensive athletics program after school.


